command of James Nicol had been formed here and 
expected to be called out at any moment. They were 
partially equipped but lacked the regulation shirt. 
It had been arranged that ifa telegram was received 
from the Governor 

calling out these cata 
men, the bell of the Dan Prodr 
Methodist church 

should be rung as 

a signal. About 

one o'clock the 

telegram came and 

the church bell 

pealed forth its 

warning. The 

Sunday School in 

the Presbyterian 

church was imme- 

diately dismissed. 

Crowds gathered 

on the streets and 

discussed the in- 

vasion. A num- 

ber of those who 

could sew, gath- 

ered in the rooms 

ovey the D. & H. 

office at the head 

of Main street 

Others worked at 

their homes Rev. 

G. M. Peck, the 

pastor of the Meth- 

odist church, who 

had once been a 

tailor, ran a sew- 

ing machine all 

that Sunday after- 

noon. All the 

shirts needed were 

made while some 

picked lint and 

made bandages. 

There were no 

services in the 

churches that even- E aion 
ing. About mid- T Twaddle 
night the company E Jitkins 

left for the front. 

They were taken to Hagerstown and lay there while 
the battle of Antietam was fought a few miles distant. 
Some weeks after they were sent home. Their cap- 
tain was James Nicol. 


J. Kelly 


A. Simpson 
P. M. Moffitt 
P. Flannery 


FIRST FIRE COMPANIES. 


The first fire company of the city was ‘‘Rescue 
Hook and Ladder Company” formed in 1843. The 
great fire of 1850, awakened the people toa sense of 


Dave Prendergast 
W Karger 


the importance of better protection and four compan- 
ies were organized, known as Neptune No. 1; Eagle 
No. 2; Rescue No. 3, and Good Will No. 4. Each 
company was provided with a small engine of little 
value, built at the 
D. & H. Gravity 
shops. The com- 
panies represented 
the four wards of 
the city and their 
officers were: Nep- 
tune Co., G. R. 
Love, captain; G. 
H. Wentz, assist- 
ant captain; Lewis 
Pughe, treasurer 
and James Ruth- 
ven, secretary. 
Eagle Co., E. 
White, foreman; 
John Mc Killip, 
first assistant; S. 
T. Corby, second 
assistant; W. R. 
Baker, secretary; 
A. L. Hunt, treas- 
urer; G. W. Gris- 
wold, Charles 
Hagan, Wm. R. 
Baker, committee. 
Rescue Co., fore- 
man, David Pren- 
dergast; first as- 
sistant foreman, G. 
F. Fordham; sec- 
ond assistant fore- 
man, Alonzo 
Eaton; secretary, 
Renselaer David; 
treasurer, Z. K. 
Waldron. Good 
Will Co., Michael 
Flynn, foreman; 
Bernard McTighe, 
assistant foreman; 
Peter Dockerty, 
treasurer; Thomas 
Farrell, secretary. 

December 3, 
1852, James Ruthven was elected by the firemen 
chief engineer of the department. These compar ies 
soon disbanded and the engines were returned to tke 
D.& H. Thecity authorities then took the matter 
in hand and purchased an engine of the ‘‘Button’s 
Piano” pattern which arrived on July 10, 1855, the 
day being made a gala occasion. This is still in pos- 
session of Columbia hose company which was organ- 
ized at that time with ninety-six men. The officers 
were David Prendergast, foreman; Richard Howarth, 


C. Campbell 

N. Kirk 

J. McLaughlin 
J Gorman 


J. Ward 
P. Byrne 
J. Geary 


R. Whiting 
T. Voyle 

A. Nealon 

J. Kirkwood 
J. Brown 

J. Cannon 





